
 

2017 Anti-Racist Network of Durham, in collaboration with Black-Lives Matter-Toronto, and 

with the consent of Dafonte’s family, issued the following demands at the TPSB: 
 

1) An independent investigation into Durham Regional Police Services and Toronto Police 

Services that will look as to which extent front line officers and administrative staff, of both 

services, colluded to cover up the assault on Dafonte Miller                                                                                                                                      

SEE OIPRD COMPLAINT IN LEARNING TOOLS                                                              

 

2) An apology from the Durham Regional Police Service and Toronto Police Services to 

Dafonte Miller                                                                                                                                                      

SEE VIDEO OF TPS CHIEF APOLOGY IN LEARNING TOOLS 

 

3) The firing of Michael Theriault from Toronto Police Services                                                                                                               

SEE CRIMINAL SENTENCE & COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT IN LEARNING TOOLS 

 

4) Monetary Compensation for Dafonte Miller and his family                                                                

SEE AMENDED STATEMENT OF CLAIM LEARNING TOOLS                                                                            

 

5) The firing of John Theriault from Toronto Police Services for his role in covering up the 

assault his sons committed                                                                                                                                                                           

SEE OIPRD COMPLAINT IN LEARNING TOOLS  

 

6) Overhaul of the Special Investigation Unit that includes commitment to releasing all names 

of police officers charged by the SIU, the annual collection and public distribution of race-

based disaggregated dada on SIU cases, the public release of all past and future SIU reports                                                                                                                                                              

and the adoption of the 2017 Independent Police Oversight Review recommendations   

https://www.attorneygeneral.jus.gov.on.ca/english/about/pubs/police_oversight_review/  



News story about protest at: 

https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2019/07/31/the-graveyards-are-

filling-up-somali-mothers-plead-with-police-to-help-stop-gun-

violence.html 

Minutes after the motion passed, a group of about two dozen chanting 
protesters filled the auditorium, prompting board members to leave 
the auditorium and delaying the rest of the meeting. 

Holding signs — one saying “Dafonte we are still here” — the 
group walked into the centre of the room and criticized the board, 
saying too much time has passed since any action following the alleged 
beating of Black teen Dafonte Miller. 

……“We disrupted this police board meeting in support of Dafonte 
Miller and the lack of action around this case,” Robyn Maynard, an 
academic and author of Policing Black Lives, tweeted after the 
demonstration. 

“This was done in solidarity with and with the support of the Somali 
mothers who had done an incredible presentation beforehand.” 

Coming to light in July 2017, the high-profile case raised questions 
about police transparency, in part because the Special Investigations 
Unit, Ontario’s police watchdog, was not contacted following the 
incident — despite the fact a police officer was involved in a citizen’s 
serious injuries. 

Wendy Gillis is a Toronto-based reporter covering crime and policing. Reach her by 
email at wgillis@thestar.ca or follow her on Twitter: @wendygillis 
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Somali Mothers Get Cell Phones Out and Record Protest 
 

 



 

 

 

MLK 



Black 

Canadian 

Advocacy and Protest 

 

Without it, there would not be: 

1) the SIU 

2) public disclosure of SIU reports 

3) regulations to ensure investigative detentions - and 

street stops - are done with transparency  

AND NO PUBLIC APOLOGY BY CHIEF TO DAFONTE 

 

 


